
	
	

	

Dear Friend,            
 
The Greek word synesis appears seven times throughout the New Testament and refers to 

Providentially sudden but permanent understanding or insight. It encompasses what can be so 
often neglected in the life of the Christian: deep and critical thought about the world informed by 
the truest lens of reality—the person Jesus Christ. In keeping with the tradition of our 
predecessors and peers in the Augustine Collective, a group of university journals prompting 
such thought, we-the founders and editors of the Vanderbilt Synesis-chose this classically Greek 
word to mark the masthead of our journal. Beginning with discussions about the fitness of 
Vanderbilt’s campus for such a journal in October of 2015, we have come farther than any of us 
would have believed and are entering a new Fall with one issue under our belts, another one 
coming together, and a stable of new students eager to work with us to grow and strengthen what 
we already have.  

At the outset, we met and immediately began to be mentored and advised by Dean Eric 
Johnson of the Owen School of Management and Charlie Clark, both of whom helped to start a 
similar journal at Dartmouth. By their suggestions, nudges, and ideas, we were able to bring on a 
number of Vanderbilt faculty to serve-and who continue to serve-as advisors and helpers, attend 
the annual meeting of the Augustine Collective in January, and publish our first issue in April of 
this year. Without their and the other faculty members’ help we could have accomplished very 
little toward publishing even one issue.  

In simple terms, the mission of Synesis is to show that faith and reason ought to be 
considered not mutually exclusive, as is often thought by university students and the public, but 
complementary to each other. To put it more specifically, we seek to prompt students (and 
whatever else may describe our readers) of all faith persuasions to consider what the Christian 
worldview has to say about the world through disciplines as disparate as history and art to 
politics and physics. Marked by faith seeking understanding, Synesis aims to be a forum and a 
means by which members of the Vanderbilt community can think through and discuss topics 
relevant to them and the community at large while also contributing to such a discussion by 
proposing our fervent belief that Christianity provides the truest view of reality.   

We want this discussion to be campus-wide, not simply within the walls of our ministries 
and churches. In serving Vanderbilt, we hope to reach not just current students and faculty, but 
past ones as well. In accomplishing these goals, we need the support of many people and are 
thankful to God for continually providing that support. This support comes in many forms; it 
comes through prayer, counsel, review, money, time, and more. We know that much of what we 
believe is radically optimistic; we believe this optimism to be appropriate. Seeing what God has 
already done gives us hope for what He will continue to do through our journal.  

To stay connected with our community, to read an issue, and to find ways to help out, 
please visit our website at vanderbiltsynesis.org.  

It is our prayer today for Vanderbilt’s campus as it was Paul’s for the Church in Ephesus 
that by our work, they “may perceive the insight (synesis) into the mystery of Christ” (Ephesians 
3:4, ESV). Thank you.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
Tori, Jackson, Emily, Roger, and Noah 
Founding Editors 


